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BRIDGE PASSAGE: Two tugboats manoeuvre a boom of logs under highway bridge and parallel CP Rail span on the Pitt River.
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LLION SMILE: Richmond Mayor Greg Halsey-Brandt shows off
of new new city hall expected to cost about $39 million.
e

Richmond hires feng shui master
to ensure harmony in new building

The move, a first for a major
civic project, is a mark of
respect for the customs of the
city’s large Asian population.

In a first for a major civic project, Rich-
mond is consulting a feng shui master to
ensure its new $39-million city hall meets
with the cultural approval of the city's
large and influential Asian population.

“We represent a significant Asian com-
munity,” Richmond city administrator
George Duncan confirmed in an inter-
view. “We must respect their customs.”

Although the hiring of a feng shui mas-
ter to ensure harmony in construction is

common in commercial buildings cater-
ing to Asians in Greater Vancouver and in
government-owned buildings in ong
Kong, Richmond city hall is

setting a B.C.

“For B.C., yes, this |sthe first time for a
government utility,” confirmed consultant
Sherman Tai, the Richmond-based feng
shui master who has been hired to help
guide architects through the construction
of city hall.

Feng shui experts view the earth as

of five basic elements: water,
wood, fire, earth and metal. Grouped ina
positive, creative sequence, these ele-
ments will create balance and harmony.
Color and even the placement of buildings
also come into play.

3 Please see Feng shui, B2

Builders lien law -
should be delayed,
Liberal MLA says

DAVID HOGBEN
Sun Legislature Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial govern-
ment should consider not proclaiming
the new Builders Lien Act until prob-
lems can be ironed out, Liberal justice
critic Geoff Plant said Tuesday.

He said real estate agents, lawyers and
builders have with the act that
need to be , or conveying prop-
erty in B.C. will become more
ed and in favor of the buyer.

“What has been created here is a clas-
sic unfair economic lever,” he said.

The act, which is to be pro-
claimed before December, would re-
quire buyers towithhold 10 per
cent of the total purchase price to pro-
tect themselves against liens. This would







